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BOUCHARD FINLAYSON 

South Africa, Hemel-en-Aarde Valley 

March/April 2006

General Facts

Established in 1989, Bouchard Finlayson is nestled on 125 ha of prime wine growing terrior in the maritime wine region of Walker Bay. 50% of the vines are devoted to Pinot Noir – the varietal for which Bouchard Finlayson, and subsequently the valley, is most acclaimed.

The Bouchard Finlayson Vineyard consequently carries the Hemel en Aarde Valley name on its title deed. The Valley was originally part of the Moravian Mission Station from 1818 to 1845, and then granted to J. F. Loubert and J.D. K. Reitz in 1847 by the Governor of the Cape Sir Henry Pottinger. It was however only in 1976 that the Hemel en Aarde Valley finally took a serious approach towards viticulture and serious wine making.

While Bouchard Finlayson is well known for their Pinot Noir, the estate also produces a superlative range of award winning wines, which includes, Chardonnays, Sauvignon Blanc’s, Blanc de Mer and the exceptional Hannibal. The range consists of:

MORE

· Tête de Cuvée Galpin Peak Pinot Noir
· Galpin Peak Pinot Noir

· Hannibal
· Missionvale Chardonnay
· Kaaimansgat Chardonnay

· Limited Edition Kaaimansgat Chardonnay

· Sans Barrique Chardonnay

· Blanc De Mer

THE WINEMAKER

Winemaker Peter Finlayson is renowned for being the South African Pinot Pioneer. Peter’s vast knowledge of wine and the wine industry as well as his role in putting the Walker Bay wine region on the map is well documented. Winner of the 1989 Diners Club winemaker of the year award and numerous awards both locally and internationally has entrenched his reputation as one of South Africa’s leading winemakers and viticulturalists.
THE TERROIR

Bouchard Finlayson’s continued focus towards conservation has meant that only 19 ha of their most precious resource - their land, is under vine. In 2005 Bouchard Finlayson joined The Biodiversity and Wine Initiative (BWI) – a partnership between the South African wine industry and the conservation sector, aimed at protecting the Cape’s rich floral kingdom.

Tucked between the protective peaks of the Hemel en Aarde Valley the Bouchard Finlayson Estate is perfectly positioned to encourage ideal wine growing conditions. The well documented ‘Galpin Peak’ – after which Bouchard Finlayson’s Pinot Noir is named and the ‘Tower of Babel’ are just two the prominent peaks within this valley. The cool sea breezes from the Atlantic Ocean work to keep vines cool thereby encouraging slow-ripening flavour-rich grapes.  To promote moisture retention, clay is found in the predominant Bokkeveld (Malmesbury) Shale in varying percentages, whilst vines are planted in a north-south direction to ensure equitable sunlight exposure.
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THE HOMESTEAD AND CELLAR

The striking new Bouchard Finlayson Homestead is a combination of modern influences on classic Cape Dutch styling, which looks and feels timeless in style and design. The new wine cellar situated in the basement of the Homestead will be used for special events and wine tastings as well as select gatherings and the launches of new wines.
LOCATION
Situated on the R320, in The Hemel-en-Aarde Valley near Hermanus, Bouchard Finlayson vineyard and winery is open for tastings and sales on Monday to Friday from 09h30 to 17h00 and on Saturdays from 09h30 to 12h30. For further information call 27 28 312 3515; email info@bouchardfinlayson.co.za; or visit www.bouchardfinlayson.co.za
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AGENTS

Bouchard Finlayson has an extensive network of agent’s spanning the globe, and agents can be found across Europe, America, Canada, The United Arab Emirates, Singapore, Mauritius, The United Kingdom and African. For a completed list of all our agents or to get in touch with the agent nearest you, please visit www.bouchardfinlayson.co.za and click on the ‘our agents’ link.

EDITOR’S NOTES

2006 John Platter South African Wine Guide

The estate’s wines were ranked in the guide as follows:

·      ‘Superlative’ 5-star rating 

Tête de Cuvée Galpin Peak Pinot Noir 2001

·      ‘Outstanding’ 4 ½ - star rating

Galpin Peak Pinot Noir 2003
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·      ‘Excellent’ 4-star rating

Hannibal 2003

Missionvale Chardonnay 2004

Kaaimansgat Chardonnay 2004

Sans Barrique Chardonnay 2004


Most recent Awards

· Sunday Telegraph’s Best Cape Vineyard

· The 2005 Santé Classic Wine Trophy Awards

· 2005 Wine Style Asia Awards

· Winemaker’s Choice Diamond Award 2005

Additional tasting notes and information regarding awards and gold medals can be found on our website www.bouchardfinlayson.co.za. By clicking on the tasting notes link you will be assured of a complete and updated list of our tasting notes. Awards, medals and media information can be found under or extensive archive link.
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