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HANNIBAL 2003: BOUCHARD FINLAYSON’S ITALIAN CAMPAIGN

South Africa, Hemel-en-Aarde Valley – March 2006: LAUNCHED in 2002 by Bouchard Finlayson vineyards, the Hannibal blend is often described as a “wine painting” and takes its inspiration from some of the best Italian grape varietals. Although two-thirds Italian and one-third French, the heart and soul of this wine is truly Italian. 

This red blend derives its name from an intriguing story of the conquering Carthaginian General, Hannibal. Having ridden on elephant back from France to Italy over the Swiss Alps on his way to battle the Romans, allowed for poetic license by the vineyard when it came to creating the unique Hannibal label.

It took four seasons of test bottling by winemaker Peter Finlayson before the desired and perfect composition was finally struck and the South African Wine Fraternity received Hannibal with critical acclaim. Hannibal’s (2003 vintage) complex consistency of 52% Sangiovese, 24% Pinot Noir, 11% Nebbiolo, 9% Mourvedré and 4% Barbera has been fine tuned over the past 3 years and has resulted in wine that is not only perfectly balanced but a wine that is in all honesty one of a kind. 
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All grape varieties have been matured in the finest quality small French oak barrels for sixteen months and the result is a full, ripe wild berry and meaty flavour.  Hannibal has a long, confident mouth feel with plenty of ageing potential. The flavours are opulent with evident tannins and a concentrated, dark fruity nose with an austere, gentle palate weight rightfully sets Hannibal apart.
Peter Finlayson mentions, “The excitement of the Hannibal blend lies in the indulgence of pitching these grape varieties together.  It’s these “taste colours” which allow for Hannibal to be different and individually unique.”













Hannibal is an eclectic blend of the finest European grape varietals grown and nurtured in Africa and the result is a wine that is unquestionably Italian and uniquely distinctive in taste, nose and palate.

Additional Information:

Accolades received:

· Selected as one of 10 great South African red wines by Decanter Magazine – September 2004

· Ranked 3rd out of 29 red blends tasted at the Wine-of-the-Month Club in October 2004

· 4-star ranking in the 2005 John Platter Guide

· 4-star ranking in the 2006 John Platter Guide

For further information contact Bouchard Finlayson vineyards on (27) (28) 312 3515; email info@bouchardfinlayson.co.za; or visit www.bouchardfinlayson.co.za.  The Bouchard Finlayson vineyard and winery is situated on the R320 in The Hemel-en-Aarde Valley.

For further press assistance and high resolution visuals, contact the head office of Manley Communications in Cape Town on (27) (21) 448 8084, email premierbrands@publicity.co.za or visit the Press Room at www.manleycommunications.co.za.
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